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LONDON
calling
One day she will be London forever.
For now, she is also Tyler Chandler.

Louisville freshman London Chandler identifies as a transgender woman. “If people
don't understand, it’s just not for those people. All I ask for is respect,” Chandler said.
(Shot through beveled glass.) ADAM WOLFFBRANDT/HERALD

Transgender student aspires to transition
BY ALLYSON BEASECKER
LIFE@WKUHERALD.COM
The lightbulbs above reflect off London Chanel's glossed pink lips, acting as a stage light that
illuminates her world as she speaks.
It's a world of cheek bones graced with blush,
eyelashes coated in coal-black mascara and feet
clad in stilettos. A world of bold printed fabrics,
sparkles and smooth leather purses. A world that

was metamorphosed through the gift of a dark
brown wig.
She pays no mind to the narrow-minded gazes
cast by the narrow-minded and she chuckles at
the seemingly difficult, yet rewarding, future. All
the while, she remembers the past which shaped
SEE IN MY SKIN PAGE A2

BY SHELBY ROGERS
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

After 18 hours of yelling matches,
impassioned debates and giveand-take ideas, Kentucky legislators finally approved a budget that
gave some financial concessions to
state universities.
The new 1.5 percent budget cut
to state universities and colleges
will ease WKU's financial difficulties $750,000, taking the whopping
$1.8 million lost under Gov. Steve
Beshear's 2.5 percent cut to $1.05
million.
The biennial state budget has
been a high-stakes game for WKU
since it was laid out in late January
in the governor's budget address.
With so much at risk, President
Gary Ransdell said the budget's
progress over the weekend was
tracked closely.
“There was a point in time I
thought we'd get the full cut and
keep the building it was really about
the level of the cut and whether the
capital projects would be funded
or not,” he said. “It was back and
forth... When the final budget came
out early Monday morning, we
were very pleased to learn that the
capital projects would be funded. I
would've liked for the entire cut to
be erased, but that wasn't the case.”
Robbin Taylor, Vice President for
Public Relations, was in Frankfort
for the entire legislative debate and
said the outcome is equal parts relieving and frustrating.
“This is compromise that at least
allows us to make significant progress... and certainly a 1.5 percent
cut is better than 2.5 percent any
day,” she said.
WKU also walked away with the
$48 million needed to renovate
Thompson Complex Central Wing,
an item that was cut from the Senate's budget proposal. No university capital projects have been funded by the state since 2006.
The only piece remaining in the
legislative process is the potential
for Beshear to issue a line-item veto
on some aspect of the bill.
However, since concessions were
made on both sides and the final
budget aligned closely with the
original proposal, Beshear might
not exercise executive power.
“If the governor vetoes one aspect
of the bill, I'll be just as shocked and
surprised as when he issued the 2.5
percent increase at the start,” Ransdell said.
University officials now await the
Kentucky Council on Postsecondary Education's verdict on tuition
increases. Ransdell said he expects
a 4 to 5 percent increase for students, but 5 percent at the highest.
The CPE's next meeting is April 28.

HERALD UNDERGROUND

Club sports prepare
for spring weather

SMALLHOUSE
VISIT OUR
WEBSITE FOR A
PERFORMANCE
OF "KENNY"

BY WHITNEY ALLEN
LIFE@WKUHERALD.COM
It’s a Wednesday evening in the spring and the Hattie L.
Preston Intramural Sports Complex is buzzing with activity.
Intramural sports fill some of the fields but on one particular
field, the WKU Women’s Field Hockey Club is hard at work.
The team is running drills and conditioning for their already progressing season. They work together as a group of
friends, teaching new members how to play the game and
improving the skills of the others.
Louisville sophomore Erin Asher is Women’s Field Hockey
president. Asher said weather conditions have made it difficult to practice lately but the team will be hosting a tournament at the Hattie L. Preston Intramural Sports Complex this
Sunday at 11 a.m.
Asher said although most of the team’s members have experience playing field hockey in high school, anyone can play.
“We have a no try out policy if you’ve never played before

KY General
Assembly
approves 1.5
percent cut

THU 77°/63°
Shelbyville freshman Alex Hamilton prepares to throw the
frisbee to Leitchfield sophomore Zach Berry during an Ultimate Frisbee drill at the Hattie L. Preston Intramural Complex
on March 27. LUKE FRANKE/HERALD
we are willing to work with you,” Asher said. “We get newcomers every year.”
Club sports are led and organized by students. Asher said
SEE SPORTS PAGE A2

FRI 64°/37°
SAT 59°/37°
SUN 66°/50°
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IN MY SKIN

COLLEGE HEIGHTS HERALD

“He has an incredibly bright future and the talent to
back it up.”
CONTINUED FROM FRONT
Chandler did shows left and right and put close to
40 productions under her belt. Acting became an outher.
let for her.
One day, she will be London forever. For now, she is
“When I walk through a theatre door, I’m not me
also Tyler Chandler.
anymore. I’m that character,” Chandler said. “Back
As a child, Chandler looked at her grandmother then, it let me put my life on the side. I could depend
with all the sincerity a 5-year-old could muster.
on acting and block everything out.”
“I want to be a girl,” she told her.
In his junior year at YPAS, Chandler came out.
Chandler was young and did not yet know what it
There was not a magnificent revelation spurring her
meant to be gay or transgender, but she was certain decision. She didn’t make a public announcement
she was born in the wrong body.
shocking his friends and family. She
“Growing up as a boy but feeling like
didn’t come out after weeks of contema girl, I suppressed it,” Chandler said. “ I
plation. It happened overnight.
hid so much of who I was.”
“I woke up and I was tired of it,” ChanThroughout his adolescence, Chandler
dler said. “It was making me sick. I was
dated girls, but it never felt right. After
tired of not being true to myself.”
time spent quelling his true identity and In My Skin is a weekly feaThe prayers begging for normality
upholding a tiring facade, the Louisville ture series that looks to tell ceased. Instead, Chandler thanked God
freshman would arrive within the refuge the stories of diverse stu- for making her transgender.
of her home and succumb to tears.
dent populations at WKU.
“Being gay kept me off the streets, beWith a heavy spirit Chandler whispered
ing gay kept me from having kids at a
ardent prayers begging God to make her
young age,” Chandler said. “Being gay
straight. To make her normal. But the prayers were was like my shield growing up.”
never answered.
Chandler realized she could be a girl. She could
“I was so mad at myself for hiding who I was,” Chan- change his name. She could change his sex. The first
dler said.
person she told was her cousin, Lachonda Carter. ToChandler grew up with an absent father and lived in gether they came up with a new name for Chandler
what she called “a bad part of town.” So, in fifth grade — London.
Chandler’s mom signed her up for the Big Brothers
Right before Chandler came to WKU, Carter handBig Sisters program. Chandler was assigned a mar- ed her a shiny, dark brown, shoulder length wig made
ried couple, Brad and Nikki Cummings, who would with real human hair — the color “1B.”
help Chandler uncover his passion: acting.
“This London thing,” Carter said as she handed it to
To Chandler, the Cummings were “about the stage,” her. “I’m all for it.”
and helped her land her first role in The Best ChristIt was her first wig, and with it she saw the first signs
mas Pageant Ever. Chandler loved the experience and of desire to become a woman coming to fruition.
later the Cummings helped get her into the Louisville
“First time I put it on and she [Carter] made me up I
Youth Performing Arts School, a magnet program at was just like, ‘Oh God! This is it,’” Chandler said.
duPont Manual High School.
Chandler began to dabble in wigs and started wear“Tyler’s ability and desire to not give up got him into ing makeup and dresses. It was both where and how
YPAS,” Brad Cummings said.
she was supposed to be.

Drag was never something Chandler thought she
would do. It was tease, a false and fleeting taste of
womanhood. She could spend the day dressed as a
woman, but in the end she would have to take it all
off.
But, Chandler’s transition into a woman will take
time. She dreams of a flourishing acting career and is
determined to perform on Broadway. Unfortunately,
the opportunities for transgendered people in theater
are not abundant.
“The fact I’ve always known I can go into an audition as a boy and just kill it or to a model call as a boy
and know I can get the job has kept me from transitioning,” Chandler said.
“It’s something I continue to struggle with. I want to
pursue my career first and transition when I am established.”
The limited roles for transgendered people doesn’t
discourage Chandler, rather it fuels her determination to succeed.
On an October night in a dimly lit Vino’s, London
made her drag performance debut. “Body Party” by
Ciara blared through the speakers and London let
adrenaline take over as she danced and performed.
The stage was no stranger to her. She was in charge.
Performing always erases her fears and doubts, but
drag has another dimension.
“Performing in drag is extra special. It multiples
those feelings,” Chandler said.
Drag won’t completely satisfy Chandler’s desire to
fully become a woman, but it will pass the time. The
wait will make becoming a woman that much sweeter.
Until then, she will wear wigs, slide bright lipsticks
on, be herself and pay no attention to those who hold
prejudices.
“I am who I am — that's how its gonna be,” Chandler said. “God knew I could accept the challenge and
excel. I’m thankful for it. You can be transgender and
play a prince in a play. Be whatever you want to be,
that is the ultimate dream.”

SPORTS

they will host a tournament in the fall.
When the Ultimate Frisbee team plays in tournaments they will play seven games over the course of
a weekend.
Mack said most players have never played Ultimate
Frisbee before.
“Most everyone who comes in gets their first true
taste of competitive Ultimate once they start playing
at the college level,” Mack said.
Columbus, Ga. junior Emily Green is the president
of the Women’s Rugby club team. Green said all of the
women on the team are really good friends.
“At first, of course, everyone meets everyone and
gets to know each other,” Green said. “We get really
close. We are all really good friends.”
Their first home game will be April 26 against Eastern Kentucky University.
“It’s (rugby) not as awful as the reputation leads it
to be,” Green said. “It’s actually a lot of fun and it’s no
more dangerous than football or soccer or anything
else.”

IN MY

SKIN

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

she coordinates with the club Field Hockey team at
Vanderbilt fairly often because they are so close. Club
presidents reach out to other universities to schedule
games, which are then approved by the sport club coordinator.
The Student Club Council is comprised of seven
students who make recommendations for budget,
practice, and event schedules. The council also organizes the annual Border Brawl, which was this past
weekend.
The Border Brawl is a tournament in which several
WKU teams compete against Middle Tennessee State
University (MTSU) teams in various sports and this
year MTSU was victorious.
Brandenburg senior Allie Bogard is a member of
the Sport Club Council as well as the Women’s Soccer

club team.
“We really push community involvement for the
clubs,” Bogard said.
“Being an active participant to better the community has a beneficial impact on the club and each person individually.”
The field hockey tournament this weekend will
serve as a fundraiser for the Center for Courageous
Kids.
Asher said the team will ask local businesses and visiting teams for donations and in the past they have organized raffles at the tournament to raise more money.
The field hockey team also visits the Center for Courageous Kids once or twice a semester.
“It’s good to go out there so the girls can actually see
who they’re helping,” Asher said.
Like most club sports, the Men’s Ultimate Frisbee
Club team also plays year round.
Louisville sophomore Evan Mack is the president
of the Ultimate Frisbee team. Mack said although the
team doesn’t have any home games this semester,

WKUHERALD.COM
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Greek week kicks off Sunday with Spring Sing
BY WHITNEY ALLEN
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
The culmination of a semester filled with hard work
all comes down to one week
for the Greek community at
WKU. Greek Week will kick off
with Spring Sing on Sunday,
April 6, when fraternities and
sororities show off their best
moves and vocals at Diddle
Arena.
Throughout the week, organizations will compete in
Spring Sing, Greek Feud, a
blood drive, Events Day and
Tug.
The three-day-long blood
drive in Preston is one of the
ways Greek Week gives back
to the community. This year’s
goal for blood drive is to get
1,400 pints of blood.
Blood donors are not just
limited to Greeks for this blood
drive. Students, faculty, and
community members are all
encouraged to participate.

The blood donated during Greek Week goes into the
community by running the local hospitals for a few weeks.
On Tuesday, the organizations will compete in Greek
Feud. Each organization will
be represented by one of their
members and they will compete to see who has the best
knowledge of Greek trivia.
Contestants will answer questions about each organizations
motto, crest, creed, founders,
and history.
Events Day is the college
equivalent to field day. Organizations will compete in a sack
race, penny toss, 40-yard dash,
musical chairs and an egg toss.
The faculty appreciation
dinner will be Wednesday
night at Mariah’s. Each organization will nominate one faculty member and one of their
members will attend dinner
with the faculty member.
One of the most anticipated
events of the week is Tug. On

Friday afternoon at the WKU
Agriculture Farm teams of
eight will lie down in a muddy
pit and tug against one another for three minutes.
Evelyn Cordeiro, Pleasant
View, Tenn., senior and Alpha
Gamma Delta sorority sister,
is one of this year’s Tug chairs.
Cordeiro has tugged for AGD
in the past but said she enjoys
the leadership role now.
“I think that it’s a great learning experience to get closer to
your sisters and brothers that
are on the team,” Cordeiro
said. “I hope that they learn
new things about their organization.”
Philanthropy Day's theme
this year is CANstruct for a
Cause. Organizations are responsible for bringing their
own cans to build a structure
that represents their organization. After Philanthropy
day,the cans will be donated to
local food banks.
Richmond junior Emma

McAvoy is this year’s philanthropy chair and a member of
Alpha Gamma Delta. McAvoy
said CANstruct is a great way
to educate the Greek community about local and global
hunger issues.
“We
decided
to
do
CANstruct for philanthropy
day of Greek Week because
it has been a great way for us
to partner up with the ALIVE
center and to also show Greek
interest and participation during National Volunteer Week,”
McAvoy said.
Throughout the week, organizations will earn points
based on how they do in each
event. The winners of each
event as well as awards based
on chapter achievements
throughout the year will be
awarded at convocation in the
Knicely Center.
“We have a rich history and
tradition at WKU and we hope
this week will celebrate that,”
Emberton said.

SUNDAY
Spring Sing, Diddle
Arena, 5 p.m.

MONDAY
Blood Drive, Preston
Center, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

TUESDAY
Blood Drive, Preston
Center, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Greek Feud,
DSU Auditorium, 7 p.m.

WEDNESDAY
Blood Drive, Preston
Center, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

THURSDAY
Events Day, Colonnades,
3 p.m.

FRIDAY
TUG, WKU Ag Farm, 2
p.m.

WKU gets 'A Taste of Latin America' for fourth year in a row
WHITNEY ALLEN
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

The Hispanic Organization
for the Promotion of Education (HOPE) and the Hilltoppers Organization for Latin
America Students (HOLAS)
will bring Bowling Green’s Latino culture to life with the 4th
annual Taste of Latin America
this Saturday.
A Taste of Latin America will
be held at 6 p.m. in the UAW
Banquet Hall.
In previous years, HOLAS
has volunteered at the event,
but for the first time HOLAS
will be partnering with HOPE
to host the event this year. The

proceeds will go to both organizations.
Valeria Carlin is a former
HOLAS president and is now
the president of HOPE.
“This is our annual fundraiser night that we do every
year to raise funds to provide
scholarships to Hispanic students in south central Kentucky,” Carlin said. “This year
we decided to do it in combination with WKU HOLAS.”
HOPE’s mission is to encourage middle and high
school students to pursue
higher education. Last year,
HOPE awarded three scholarships at this event.
The scholarships go to stu-

dents that will either be attending WKU or Southern
Kentucky Technical Community College (SKYCTC).
Nashville, Tenn., sophomore Jonny Garcia is HOLA’s
president and was a recipient
of one of the HOPE scholarships last year.
“Hopefully with this money
we’re also going to start an HOLAS scholarship probably for
next year,” Garcia said, adding
they are hoping to award more
HOPE scholarships this year.
The evening will begin with
a three-course meal served by
HOLAS members. The main
dish will be a Colombian dish,
bandeja paisa, provided by a

catering group from Nashville.
HOLAS members and volunteers will be making the appetizers and desserts.
There will be several performances throughout the
evening. There will be a group
dance, performances of different Latin American dances,
salsa lessons, singing and an
open dance floor to end the
night.
There will also be a brief
tribute to David Coffey. The
professor, who recently passed
away, was a major donor to the
HOPE scholarships.
Julie Rivas is the chair of the
entertainment committee and
has helped plan the event.

“This will be a great cause,”
Rivas said. “People will have
lots of fun, learn a little about
our culture, and promote
higher education which is our
main goal.”
Garcia and Carlin both said
they hope the WKU faculty
and students that attend this
event will see HOLAS’ presence on campus.
“We want them to take
some information about the
culture, the food and the people. Also to enjoy themselves
and learn more about both of
our organizations,” Carlin said.
Tickets are $25 per person
or $45 per couple. WKU students can attend for $15.

Resident Assistants share rewarding experiences
BY KAYLA BOYD
LIFE@WKUHERALD.COM
Every college student living
in a dorm at WKU has encountered one of Housing and Residence Life’s most important
and utilized assets: Resident
Assistants.
The RA is a unique and outgoing individual. HRL looks
for a specific type of individual
that best fits each dormitory.
Each resident hall has at least
one RA per floor.
Resident Assistants have a
lot of responsibility, and being
considered for the job itself is a
rigorous process. RAs must be
at least a second year student,
live in a dorm for at least one
semester, be a full-time student, and be in good academic
and disciplinary standing with
the university.
Their responsibilities can

be tricky, for they often have to
balance friendships with rule
enforcement.
Such is the case for Evansville, Ind., sophomore Katie
Harrison, an RA in PearceFord Tower.
“The most difficult part is
when you have to differentiate between being a friend and
doing what’s best for [the residents],” Harrison said.
But the pros of her job far
outweigh the cons.
As an RA in the tallest dorm
on campus, which just so happens to be all female, Harrison
said her favorite part is getting
to know her residents.
“I like the look on their faces
the first week and they don’t
know what’s going on,” she
said. “I like to watch them grow
throughout the semester.”
One way RAs are tasked
with getting to know their resi-

dents is through programs and
activities planned throughout
the semester.
Minton Hall resident assistant Zack Gallatin said he usually has really good turnout to
the programs he plans for his
floor. He actively engages his
residents and asks them what
they want to learn about. Then
he turns their ideas into a program.
“We had one earlier in the
semester and we had people
from HRL and other floors at
it,” Gallatin said. “It was a heck
of a time.”
Gallatin prefers living in an
underclassman dorm to an
upperclassman hall because
he enjoys the sense of community among the residents.
“Minton is by far the best
hall on campus,” he said. “We
have the best unity. Not just on
the halls but the whole build-

ing.”
An RA in Barnes-Campbell
Hall, senior Charles Hooper of
Mount Washington knows his
job has given him innumerable skills and experiences that
he’ll take with him when he
graduates and transitions into
his career.
“It goes back to skills you’ve
gained,” he said. “The skills are
transferrable.”
Hooper has been an RA for
four years, all of which he has
spent in Barnes. While he enjoys the connections he’s made
and the people he’s met, there’s
one downside to the job.
“The hardest part is living
where you work,” he said. “You
want to get off and go home
but you live here. There’s no
escape.”
Besides that, Hooper said
being in charge of a group of
boys can get messy.

“It’s frustrating at times
because freshmen can be immature,” he said. “And really
messy.”
Union sophomore Lauren
Nolan said working in an upperclassman dorm means she
doesn’t have as much to do but
that being an RA isn’t as easy as
some assumes it is.
“You don’t just sit at a desk,”
she said. “It takes work. It’s
pretty rewarding, it just takes
more effort than some might
think.”
One thing almost every resident assistant has in common
is their appreciation for the
sense of community that being part of HRL and working
within their halls gives them.
“It’s a great experience,”
Hooper said. “Definitely worth
doing if you’re interested. It’s
the best decision I made at
WKU.”
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DRY CLEAN ONLY

DRESS to IMPRESS
(your fictional idol)

THE REEL

‘Noah’ drowns‚
finds salvation in
not-so-biblical epic

How TV shows and movies have changed the fashion world

BY KAE HOLLOWAY
OPINION@WKUHERALD.COM
For years, Hollywood has influenced and revolutionized the fashion industry — sometimes even
more than the glossy, model-filled
pages of Vogue. Films like “Breakfast at Tiffany’s,” “Clueless” and
“Pretty in Pink” have dictated style
in their respective decades and beyond, introducing timeless looks
and wardrobe staples for the modern, fashionable woman.
It’s easy to look at movies like
these (and others) and get fantastic
Halloween costume inspiration. A
simple school girl skirt, white thigh
highs, a top and a blazer and you’re
set, Cher Horowitz. By the way, did
Calvin Klein make your dress?
The real question, the real struggle with these timeless films and
their equally timeless aesthetics, is

this: how do you take the Halloween out of the look, and translate it
to everyday wear?
Is there truly a way to dress like
Carrie Bradshaw and not look like
you’re entering a costume contest?
There are ways, ways that are
mysterious, magical and wonderful. Okay, maybe not mysterious,
but everything else rings true. The
key word to emulating your favorite silver or small screen starlet is
subtlety.
Many of the most iconic films
for style have (sadly) outdated,
uncommon costuming for this
day and age. Going full Grace Kelly
in “Rear Window” would garner
much attention, but you would
easily be mistaken as someone in
a play versus someone just rocking
the classic 50s look.
Take just small pieces from
that film, like a full skirt or a simple strand of pearls, and interpret
them into a more understated, still
classy look.
“Sex and the City” was full of so
many appalling fashion faux pas.
But, underneath all the oversized
overalls and lack of bras, there is so
much good to pull away from this
HBO classic.
Dressing like Charlotte, Carrie,

@_RaeDaniel:
There was nothing
quite like spring
time at #WKU :)
#memories
— Sent 5:16 PM/1 Apr
2014

TWEETS
FROM
THE HILL

Tops &
Bottoms

Samantha or Miranda in full capacity would come off as hyperbolic, but adding pieces to your wardrobe inspired by their own can give
you just that edge of professionalism (or if you’re a Samantha, sultriness) of your favorite character.
Start adding more heels to your
wardrobe for a more Carrie or Samantha effect. Invest in a conservative cardigan or two for Charlotte, and look to Miranda to get
ideas for a fashion-forward girl in a
professional world. Just excuse her
of the oversized overalls, striped Tshirt and painters cap look she was
“rocking” in an earlier season.
Now granted, if you’re talking
shows like the 90s classic “Freaks
and Geeks,” subtlety isn’t really an
issue. All characters on that show
dress like your average early 90s
teen, so their grungy looks aren’t
hard to emulate. Especially with a
resurgence of 90s fashion. Just invest in an army green parka, plenty
of denim and old band shirts to
capture the spirit of these freaks.
Overall, take time to search for
your good pieces, interpret the coveted looks of Audrey Hepburn and
Grace Kelly and make it your own.
Fashion is simple when you
don’t think about it too much.

@Lindsay_GoTops:
It's April 1st & only
18 more days until
spring football!! Can't
wait! Spread the
word!! #WKU Get on
the #BrohmSquad!
— Sent 1:14 PM/1 Apr
2014

TOPS to
weather

spring

BOTTOMS to your
legs being so pale,
they are shining a
path before you

@bryce_michael_:
Still beyond excited
to be heading to
Bowling Green this
fall. Welcome to the
hill! #WKU #Hilltoppers
— Sent 8:14 AM/31
Mar 2014

TOPS to baseball
upsetting ULL.

BOTTOMS to
losing the series.

CARTOON STRIP

Joanna Williams*
Editor-in-Chief

Cameron Love*
Digital Editor

Carrie Pratt
Herald adviser

Sam Osborne*
Managing Editor

Hannah Pahl*
Design Editor

Jason Thompson
Advertising adviser

Kae Holloway*
News Editor

Darren Vogt
Cartoonist

Chuck Clark
Student Publications
Director

Jacob Parker*
Features Editor

Trey Crumbie
Assist. News Editor

Elliott Pratt*
Sports Editor

Josh Beal
Lead Copy Editor

Lindsay Kriz*
Opinion Editor

Sidney Wahle
Advertising Manager
Zach Tatoian
Ad Creative Director

Shelby Mack*
Photo Editor

*Denotes editorial board
members. The Herald
publishes on Tuesdays and
Thursdays during the school
year. The first copy is free,
and additional copies are 50
cents each, available in the
Student Publications Center
on Normal Street.

CONTACT US
Advertising:
270.745.2653
advertising@wkuherald.com
Newsroom:
270.745.6011
news@wkuherald.com
Address: 1906 College
Heights Blvd. #11084,
Bowling Green, KY
42101-1084

REPORT AN ERROR
Editor: 270.745.5044
editor@wkuherald.com

BY BEN CONNIFF
OPINION@WKUHERALD.COM
(WARNING: Spoilers Ahead!)
2014 seems to be ushering in the age of the
mediocre Biblical epic.
February brought us the underwhelming
“Son of God,” which was essentially a glorified
made-for-TV movie.
Later this year, Christian Bale and Ridley
Scott will look to enter the next Oscar race
with “Exodus: Gods and Kings,” about Moses
leading the Israelites out of Egypt.
Until then, “Black Swan” director Darren
Aronofsky offers us a re-imagining of the tale
of Noah’s Ark.
In “Noah,” the titular character (Russell
Crowe) is chosen by God to save creation before a massive deluge wipes the earth clean of
human wickedness.
Apparently that wickedness doesn’t include
the first half of this movie, which is one of the
worst hours of fantasy cinema I’ve ever seen.
I know it is Aronofsky’s own vision of the
story, but it’s just such a departure from the
source material that it’s nearly impossible to
buy into.
I could talk all day about the unforgivable
differences, but I’ll spare you. Just know that
there are giant rock monsters, magic gold
stones, mines that look like something out of
the 1950s, old men who can magically heal
reproductive organs and massive armies who
try to steal the ark away.
I must’ve missed those chapters in Genesis.
It’s not until everyone’s been on the ark for
a while that things start to turn around for this
film adaptation.
After months adrift, Noah becomes so
blinded by his duty to God that he forgets his
duty to his family. He believes that humanity is
meant to die out with the last of his line.
Noah still has his three sons from the Bible –
Shem (Douglas Booth), Ham (Logan Lerman),
and Japheth (Leo McHugh Carroll) – but only
Shem has a wife.
Emma Watson turns in her finest performance to date as Ila, Shem’s wife.
For fear of giving too much more away, I’ll
just say that the dysfunctional family dynamic
works like a charm here — especially between
Watson, Crowe and Jennifer Connolly, who
plays Noah’s wife, Naameh. These are three
players at the top of their respective games.
Watching Noah’s psychosis unfold in these
moments is a treat because Crowe plays it so
well. I can’t imagine anyone tasked with saving the last of God’s creation NOT getting a
little stir-crazy after months at sea with the
family.
Aronofsky’s script lends depth to the character that we don’t quite get from the writings
in scripture.
I guess you could say “Noah” is “The Dark
Knight” of Biblical epics for about half of its
run time.
That’s not such a bad thing because again,
this is only a movie. I like movies that have layered characters, and I love watching the relationships between these kinds of characters
unfold. If judged solely on that merit alone,
then “Noah” succeeds wonderfully.
If judged solely on how close it sticks to
scripture, especially in the first hour, then
“Noah” deserves to be washed away in the
flood.
For a more detailed investigation into
script and scriptural similarities and differences, read my other column on the Herald's
website: www.wkuherald.com.
Movie rating: C+

VOICE YOUR OPINION
Opinion 270.745.4874
opinion@wkuherald.com
The Herald encourages readers to
write letters and commentaries
on topics of public interest. Here
are a few guidelines:
1. Letters shouldn't exceed 250
words. Commentaries should be
about 500 words and include a
picture.
2. Originality counts. Please don't
submit plagiarized work.
3. For verification, letters and
commentaries MUST include
your name, phone number, home
town and classification or title.

4. Letters may not run in every
edition due to space.
5. The Herald reserves the right to
edit all letters for style, grammar,
length and clarity. The Herald
does NOT print libelous submissions.
6. Submissions must be received
by 7 p.m. on Sunday and Wednesday.
DISCLAIMER: The opinions expressed in this newspaper DO
NOT reflect those of Western
Kentucky University's employees or of its administration.
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THE FUN PAGE
ACROSS
1 Chess ploy
7 Antique cane topper
11 Home of the N.Y. Rangers
14 Fundraising targets
15 Wrath, in a hymn
16 Scarfed down
17 Annual Christmas party
group
19 Small group
20 Brightened, with “up”
21 Bible book
22 “Let it be so!”
24 Thrice due
25 Wetlands protection org.
26 “Driving Miss Daisy”
setting
29 Humor that won’t offend
31 Long poem
33 One of two Pauline
epistles: Abbr.
34 “__ for Innocent”: Grafton
novel
35 Pentecost, e.g., and what
can literally be found in this
puzzle’s four other longest
answers
40 Same old thing
41 “This American Life” host
Glass
42 Run
43 Exercised caution
48 Theatergoer’s option
49 Fla. NBA team
50 Maker of “3 Series” cars
53 “Beloved” author
Morrison
54 Fromage hue
55 Yay relative
56 Part of a disguise
57 Singer with the debut solo
album “Love. Angel. Music.
Baby.”
61 Loan letters
62 Lisa’s title
63 Passes
64 Relaxing retreat
65 Against
66 Winning run, perhaps

CLASSIFIEDS
Classified Advertising Manager: Ashley Edwards

advertising@wkuherald.com

HELP WANTED
Aqualand Pools
is seeking full-time and part-time retail clerk and outside
service positions. Chemistry/Biology experience helpful but
not required. Fun atmosphere. Great summer job.
Apply in person from 10-6 at
Aqualand 1260 Campbell Lane, Bowling Green, KY.

MovingHelp.com
Part-Time Work
Full-Time Pay
Now in
Bowling Green, KY.
Be Your Own Boss!
•Set Your Own Rates
•Set Your Schedule
Apply Now!
Go to:
MovingHelper.com
Powered by: U-Haul

Note to Readers: The College Heights Herald screens ads for misleading
or false claims but cannot guarantee any ad or claim. Please use caution
when answering ads, especially when asked to send money or provide
credit card information. The College Heights Herald is not responsible
for the content or validity of these paid classified ads.

PREVIOUS CROSSWORD SOLUTION

DOWN
1 Pens for Dickens?
2 Caine title role
3 Civilian garb
4 ASCAP rival
5 Grow
6 Jams
7 Social group
8 Org. co-founded by Gen.
George Wingate
9 Knucklehead
10 Happen to
11 Got some attention
12 Flier that may have four
lines
13 Prefix with thermal
18 “Right away!”
23 Key abbr.
26 “He makes no friends who
never made __”: Tennyson
27 Grass-and-roots layer

28 ‘50s Dem. presidential
hopeful
29 Good, in Hebrew
30 Brilliance
31 Effort to equal others
32 Relative of a T-shirt
launcher
36 Hill worker
37 Creamy spread
38 Flowing out
39 Tankard contents
40 Tach no.
44 Dark side
45 It’s hard to untangle
46 Fifths on a staff
47 Knifelike ridges
50 Support
51 __ ray
52 Chef’s tool
54 __ B’rith
56 Nintendo’s __ Mini

58 Finished on top
59 Dr.’s specialty
60 Distant
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HILLTOP HOROSCOPES
SCORPIO
(Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
-- Friends help you
make a connection;
let them know how
much you appreciate
them. Travel conditions improve today
and tomorrow. Provide efficient service
and gain status. For
the next month with
Venus in Pisces, love
and beauty surround you. Express
from your heart.

TAURUS (April
20-May 20) -- Study
your current obsession today and
tomorrow. Find a
comfortable spot to
settle in with your
work. Over the next
month, with Venus
in Pisces, it's easier
to contribute to others, to empathize,
and to express love
artistically.

SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
-- Demonstrate new
skills, and tolerate
criticism (especially
if educational). For
the next month with
Venus in Pisces,
home and family
take priority, and
domestic comforts
assert a strong draw.
Put your love and
energy into feathering your nest.
Nurture your special
ones.

GEMINI (May
21-June 20) -- Stand
up for what's right,
and get excited
about your role.
Over the next month
with Venus in Pisces,
take on new leadership to forward a
passion project or
special cause.

CAPRICORN
(Dec. 22-Jan. 19) -Negotiate your way
through some minor
adjustments today
and tomorrow. Pay
back a debt. Trust
your own heart to
lead you. Love finds
a way. Study with
passion over the
next month, with
Venus in Pisces.
You're even smarter
than usual. Balance
brains and heart.

CANCER (June
21-July 22) -- Travel
and adventure call
to you over the next
month, with Venus
in Pisces. You have
an educational
project that requires
your presence. Set
goals and deadlines,
and line up the itinerary. Things flow
with special ease today and tomorrow.

AQUARIUS (Jan.
20-Feb. 18) -- Act
quickly and profit
over the next two
days. You don't
need to talk much
about it. Handle
details with narrow
focus. Contribute to
increasing your family's comfort over
the next month, with
Venus in Pisces.

PISCES (Feb.
19-March 20) -- Finish work early today
and tomorrow, and
get into some relaxation. Aesthetics
hold high priority.
Play with creating
beauty over the next
month, with Venus
in Pisces. Develop
your childlike sense
of wonder. Grow
your compassion and
ability to see from
another's view.

ARIES (March
21-April 19) -- Get
into home beautification and organization projects
today and tomorrow. Add romantic
touches like soft
lighting. Venus enters Pisces, for four
and a half weeks
of greater compassion. Enjoy peaceful
endeavors. Care for
yourself as well as
others. Take action
for what you love.

LEO (July 23-Aug.
22) -- Think about
what you love, and
what you'd love to
happen. You can get
whatever you need.
Find a sweet deal.
Protect, nurture
and increase your
family's assets over
the next month with
Venus in Pisces.
Stash away a little
at a time.

VIRGO (Aug.
23-Sept. 22) -- Move
forward cautiously,
using tested techniques. Listen to
someone who's been
there. Partnership
flows with greater
ease and compromise over the next
month with Venus in
Pisces. It's easier to
empathize, and see
another's view.

LIBRA (Sept. 23Oct. 22) -- Steadfast
persistence forwards
your career over the
next few days. Consider new opportunities, and get feedback.
New fun projects
arise over the next
month, with Venus in
Pisces. Infuse them
with love. It's easier
to see romance.

SUDOKU PROBLEMS
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Louisville sophomore Jack Schwandt passes a ball to a teammate during a drill at a rugby practice held at the intramural fields. Rugby is a club sport at WKU and the team
have six games in the spring. Their first game of the seson was against Murray State where they won 53-21. The team has been practicing since the second week of the
semester.

PLAYING

ROUGH
PHOTOS BY IAN MAULE

Louisville sophomore Jack Schwandt stretches his calves before the start of a rugby
practice.

Clarksville, Tenn. junior Desmond Davis gets set in before scrum at rugby
practice.

Members of the men’s rugby team catch their breath after a conditioning drill during a practice at the intramural fields on Thursday. The team has 30 members total.
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St. Baldrick’s fundraiser hosted this weekend
BY JACKSON FRENCH
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

After Saturday’s baseball game, Nick
Denes Field will host Omega Phi Alpha
sorority's annual St. Baldrick’s Day fundraiser.
St. Baldrick’s is a foundation that
raises money for childhood cancer research.
Bardstown senior and OPA committee head chair for mental health, Ashley Gamlin, planned the event.
“People come to show support and
they shave their heads,” Gamlin said,
adding that each participant is encouraged to raise $50 for the event.
Instead of having their heads shaved,
Gamlin said, some people will have
eight or more inches of their hair cut off.
“It’s just to show support for the kids
who don’t have hair,” she said.

Gamlin said that shaved hair is too
short to be used once it is removed,
but hair at least eight inches long will
be donated.
“If girls cut their hair, we send it to the
organization of our choice,” Gamlin
said, adding that the hair will go either to
Locks of Love or Pantene.
Gamlin became involved with St. Baldrick’s because two of her friends have
had cancer.
“I was with both of those friends when
they went through their time so it just
hits home to me,” she said.
OPA has already met its $10,000 goal,
Gamlin said, but will still continue to
take donations.
“We are going to try to go above and
beyond the goal,” she said.
Tompkinsville senior Gabbi Hagan,
collected $10,000 for the fundraiser by
herself.

Ashley Gamlin, OPA head chair for mental health

My hair will grow back and that's the least I feel like I
can do is raise money and shaving you head's not that
big of a deal,”
“I started raising money last year like
the day after Saint Baldrick’s,” Hagan said.
She said she tried to complete the
same goal last year but didn’t have
enough time to raise the amount she
wanted.
“I set a goal of $10,000 the last time I
did it and I only raised like $3,700 because I didn’t find out about it until like
the month before but this year I set that
goal again.”
She said the funds she has gathered
were raised mostly with social media.
Hagan said she also plans to get her head

shaved at Saturday’s event.
This isn’t her first time shaving her head
for St. Baldrick’s. Two years ago, she shaved
off her locks for the charity.
“My hair will grow back and that’s the
least I feel like I can do is raise money
and shaving your head’s not that big of
a deal,” she said.
Hagan said she learned about St. Baldrick’s through OPA.
“I just thought it was a really good
cause because everybody knows people personally that have been affected
by cancer,” she said.

New Study Away course to teach about moonshine
BY BRITTANY ELDRIDGE
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

A new study away course has come to
WKU for the summer of 2014.
The course, Moonshine in Literature
and Film, has every intention of dissecting the perceptions of the American
South and the portrayal of moonshiners.
The course will be taught by Assistant
English Professor Jerod Hollyfield and
Associate Professor Anthony Harkins
of the History Department.
This course will count for three credits in one of three different courses:
English 399, Popular Culture Studies
399 or Film 399.
The class runs from July 14 to Aug. 2.
This is the cheapest study away course
offered at WKU — $1,450, which includes the undergraduate tuition for
the three credit hours, room and board
during the travel, entrance fees, transportation and some group meals.
During the first half of the course, stu-

dents will respond to a variety of materials such as short stories, nonfiction
essays, film, novels, TV series and music. The course syllabus, which is available on the study away website, lists a
number of texts that will complement
the course, one being a novel written by
Professor Harkins, “Hillbilly: A Cultural
History of an American Icon.”
Hollyfield, who was familiar with
Harkins' book, collaborated with the
history professor to create the moonshine course.
“I knew that Doctor Harkins had written the book, and I knew that it was being brought to Western,” Hollyfield said.
Hollyfield has had a growing interest in moonshine culture, particularly
in the settler/colonial setting. He said
those figures came from a marginalized culture, not accepting of southerners who moved to the North.
“At the same time, a lot of the problems that came from that region racially were because of the fact that this

Jerod Hollyfield, Assistant English Professor

Over the past few years or so, moonshineing has
become this thing that is now a symbol of pride.”
was a culture that already felt marginalized,” he said. "They saw these
other populations as a threat. So I was
thinking about the moonshiner in a
post colonial context and did some
research...I thought it would be a really
good opportunity."
Because moonshining is illegal in the
United States, the professors added
certain stipulations and student agreements to the course.
“We talked to study away about the
course and it didn't sound like there
were any legal issues,” Harkins said.
“There is a liability form which students will say that they're not going to
do anything illegal.”

Harkins said students can't drink
during school time, but said it is a good
sign that the university recognizes students as adults for signing a consent
waiver and nothing more.
During the last half of the course,
Hollyfield and Harkins will join the students at locations in Kentucky, Tennessee, Virginia and North Carolina.
“Over the past few years or so,
moonshining has become this thing
that is now a symbol of pride,” Hollyfield said. “It's still very illegal, but
Tennessee and North Carolina and
Kentucky are really sort of making it a
point to promote that as an element
of tourism.”

FOOTBALL

Allen, Wales eager for more carries in the backfield
BY KYLE WILLIAMS
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

During his first two years on
the Hill, junior running back
Leon Allen has been the No. 2
option behind potential NFL
draft choice and WKU singleseason rushing leader Antonio
Andrews.
However, Allen will finally
get the chance to step into the
spotlight this season and, according to him, he’s working to
make the best of it.
“I’m doing a little extra as
to work after practice,” Allen
said. “I’ve been running after
practice. I come in on Saturdays and do a little extra when
everybody’s in bed asleep because I know I have big shoes to
fill. Antonio was a great back.”
Despite his No. 2 status, the
six-foot, 235 pound back has
recorded 674 rushing yards
and seven touchdowns during
his two seasons at WKU, which
includes a 10-carry, 92-yard
performance in WKU’s 35-26
victory over Kentucky in the
2013 season opener.
Allen will be under the tutelage of first-year running backs

coach Greg Nord, who has over
20 years of coaching experience in the state of Kentucky.
Nord’s last coaching position
was in the 2011-12 season
as the tight ends and special
teams coach at Kentucky.
Nord said he assumes Allen will
take major strides this season in
order to replace a WKU great.
“Any time you’re trying to
replace NFL backs and draft
choice backs, then they’re big
shoes to fill,” Nord said. “Certainly I would expect him to
be able to fill those and we’re
working to try to get him to be
that kind of back.”
The Toppers aren’t very deep
at the running back position
due to the departure of both
Andrews and Keshawn Simpson, which means rarely used
players such as redshirt sophomore running back Anthony
“Ace” Wales will be called upon.
Wales recorded 112 rushing
yards and two touchdowns in
his redshirt freshman season.
“Ace has very good speed,”
Nord said. “He’s good on the
perimeter, he has pretty good
hands. He’ll be a threat in the
passing game. He has to contin-

Redshirt sophomore running back Anthony Wales takes a hand off during drills at practice on Tuesday, March 25, at Smith Stadium. MIKE CLARK/HERALD

ue to work on being physical…
he’s very capable of doing it.”
With Allen being the primary
option at running back, Wales
said he is willing to do any-

thing he can to help the team,
which includes using his speed
to belt out long runs.
“Really, just give the Tops
that player to spring out big

plays,” Wales said. “But I would
do anything coach needs me
to do with special teams or
even with offense just to help
the team out.”
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CONTINUED FROM SPORTS
red towel and Diddle and I just knew
one day if I ever got good enough to
play ball I’d want to go to Western Kentucky and be a Hilltopper."
As went McDaniels off Rupp’s list, so
went his next targets, Rose and Perry.
“When (McDaniels) decided to come
to Western, they all fell in line. He was a
great recruiter, besides one of the best
basketball players I ever had the privilege of coaching,” Oldham said. “I knew
we had the talent, now if we could just
put it together and play together – and
they really didn’t hit their potential until their junior year.”
Start of history
It’s now March of 1971. The Toppers
just ended the regular season 20-5.
John Oldhams’ Toppers were headed
to the NCAA Tournament looking to
advance past the second round for the
first time under his direction. The year
before, the Toppers were eliminated in
the first round by Jacksonville, 109-96.
The two teams met again in the regular season at Freedom Hall. This time
WKU got the best of the Dolphins with
a 97-84 win.
WKU was anticipating a draw to play
Marquette, who was 23-0. Instead, the
draw may have been the last team Oldham wanted to see. The Toppers were
slated to play Jacksonville, yet again.
He told the College Heights Herald on
the day of the draw, “Of course, there’s a
lot of teams I can think of that I’d love to
play rather than Jacksonville. But I really don’t have a choice.”
Other than motivation to win and
advance to the second-round against a
team that had quickly become a rival,
there was extra motivation involved.
The winner would play against Adolph
Rupp and the Kentucky Wildcats.
The shoestring play
Clarence Glover still doesn’t know
what made him want to do what is now
known as the famous shoestring play.
In fact, no one knows what triggered
Glover to do it, but it worked and that’s
all that mattered to WKU.
“Probably walking on the wild side,”
Glover said.
WKU was tied at 74 with Jacksonville
after being down 44-30 at halftime. The
Dolphins called a timeout with eight
seconds left and Ernie Fleming inbounded the pass and double-dribbled.
While Jacksonville players ran to con-
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sole Fleming, WKU players rushed to
the ball to get a play inbounds because
the Toppers had no timeouts.
All except for Glover ran to the ball.
Glover casually walked down the opposite side of the court and set himself up
right underneath the basket, knelt on
one knee and aligned himself directly
behind the defender guarding the inbounds pass from Gary Sundmacker.
Glover pretended to be tying his shoestring, writing the script for a play that
would go down inWKU athletic folklore.
“My heart was pounding,” Glover said.“In
a split second I had created an impromptu
play that no one in this arena of 12,000-plus
people knew about…except me.”
The rest is history. Glover scored and
Western advanced to the first ever
meeting between the Toppers and the
Kentucky Wildcats.
Bluegrass Battle
John Oldham keeps a letter from
Adolph Rupp in his desk at the John
Deere dealership in Bowling Green.
A portion of the letter reads, “We
talked to (Oldham) about coming up
here but it seems that he felt he could
not make our team and believed that it
would be best for him to go elsewhere.”
The chance to play UK wasn’t important
to just the players, but for Oldham as well.
The SEC didn’t integrate until 1966.
UK didn’t play up to that rule until
Rupp finally signed his first AfricanAmerican player in Tom Payne out of
Louisville.
“They made a big hype about us being African-American and we were
playing the white dynasty of Kentucky,”
Glover said.
Oldham remembers putting a letter
up on the bulletin board in the team’s
locker room that said McDaniels and
Rose “weren’t either smart enough or
good enough to play."
“That was such a big deal to these
kids in my mind,” Jim Richards said.
“They never said it to me, but know full
well that they were African-American
athletes and knowing they were not recruited in essence by the University of
Kentucky. They may say they recruited
(McDaniels), but they really didn’t recruit
him.
“I think they wanted to show coach
Rupp they should be there. They made
sure that they showed them.”
McDaniels scored 35 points and Glover had 17 rebounds as Western defeated
Kentucky 107-83, the most amount of
points the Wildcats allowed all year.
In an article in the Herald following
the game, sports editor Tom Patterson

wrote that Rupp “made it clear that
he is against putting Western on Kentucky’s schedule”.
Leading up to that game, a reporter
asked Glover if it was the biggest game
in his college career.
“At that point I said to him ‘I hope my
biggest game is yet to come; however, I
play for the Western fans. If this is their
biggest game then I guess at this time it
is my biggest game too’.”
The chemistry that bonded that 1971
WKU team was a formula that could
only be composed within the players
themselves.
As the Toppers found themselves
down against Jacksonville, they found
themselves in a deeper hole against Big
Ten champion Ohio State, in Elite Eight.
“It’s hard to believe we won that
game,” McDaniels said.
WKU battled from 18 points down
to defeat Ohio State in overtime 81-78,
setting up a date with Villanova in the
Final Four in Houston.
“We were the kind of team that had
character,” McDaniels said as he recalls
what happened in the locker room at
halftime against Ohio State. “I looked
around at everyone and said ‘I don’t
know about you, but I don’t want this
thing to end’. We looked at each other
and everybody put their hand in there
again and – oh, man, they knew when
Big Jim, the captain, puts his hand in
there what that means.
“You have to have that passion to believe that any given day you can beat
anybody, any where at any time.”
Houston
WKU had every chance to defeat
Villanova and advance to the national championship game. Jerry Dunn
missed a one-and-one free throw with
four seconds left to send the game into
overtime.
Whereas Glover was the hero against
Jacksonville and scoring the last five
points against Ohio State, his miscues
helped cost the Toppers that chance.
McDaniels found him wide open under the basket for an easy layup for the
chance to clinch victory.
Except, he missed.
McDaniels fouled out in the second overtime and the heart of WKU
checked out of the game, losing 92-89
in double overtime.
A disheartened Topper club sat in the
locker room after the game dejected
only to hear Oldham announce his retirement following the season’s end.
By McDaniels’ account: “He said, ‘I’m
going out with you guys. I’m going to
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retire at the end of the game tomorrow’.
Coach says let’s all go out a winner. We
played that game like it was a championship game.
“That raised the bar when coach basically said ‘I don’t think I’ll ever have a
team this good again, so let’s go out on
top.’ We put our hands in. Everybody had
their hand in the huddle. It was over.”
In the consolation game against Kansas, Dunn redeemed himself with the free
throw shots to secure a win and a thirdplace finish in the NCAA Tournament.

Epilogue
The memory still lives fresh in the
minds of Oldham, Glover, McDaniels
and Richards during this time of year as
if 43 years ago happened just yesterday.
“You don’t know when you’re making history that you know you’re making it. Just like here we are sitting down
talking about a ball game that’s over 40
years old,” Oldham said. “That’s an indication that it was quite important to
the university at that time maybe more
so than we realized.”
Since 1971, the Toppers have only
reached the Sweet 16 three times. If
McDaniels hadn’t have decided to convince his closest friends that night in the
Brown Hotel to join him at WKU, the
significance of basketballs resting on
driveways in Bowling Green wouldn’t
hold meaning and Western Kentucky’s
story of progressing integration would
be an unfinished dream.
Clarence Glover wasn’t drawn to
WKU at first, but he listened to McDaniels pitch and eventually accepted on
his own terms.
Glover has faded off the scene around
Diddle Arena. He comes back occasionally, but not as often as he used to.
Replicating what happened 43 years
ago is a distant cry from reality by the
change of the college basketball scene,
Glover said. 14,000 fans in 1971 versus
the 4,715 average attendance in 2014
shows the dynamic shift in community
culture of basketball at the school now
referenced as WKU, not Western.
So they hold on to the memories, the
rings, the banners, and stories left in a
place where that history awaits an unlikely, but hopeful, storybook ending
saga.
“Immediately after that, I was hoping
we could perpetuate it and that our recruiting could build on that,” Glover said.
“That is something that can’t be duplicated.”

Read more on the 1971 Final Four
team at wkuherald.com
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ALONE
“When you're making history, you don't know you're
making it. Just like here we are sitting down and talking
about a ball game that's 40 years old” -- JOHN OLDHAM

BY ELLIOTT PRATT

I

t’s the fall of 1970 just before the
Western Kentucky men’s basketball team left for the preseason
National Invitation Tournament
in New York City. Coach John Oldham
was called into the office of president
Dero Downing.
Two prominent members of the
Board of Regents needed to express
concern on a decision Oldham was
going to make that would change the
landscape of athletics at WKU.
One of them was worried that Oldham was going to do what had never
been done in Kentucky, start five African-American players.
“He said to me, ‘Will you change your
mind?’” Oldham, 90, said. “I told him
that’s the five best players I’ve got. And
he said, ‘Well, I won’t be coming anymore.”
That regent did not return as a member of the board the following year – he
held true to his claim.
Oldham saw no black and white. His
stance on putting talent first, never
race, didn’t sit well with everyone. He’s
archived the letters that offer a glimpse
into the racial perception of people in

that time.
“I got some ugly letters that said ‘I
hope you die and go to hell’,” Oldham
said.
One letter reads from 1964 when Oldham coached at Tennessee Tech: “If
you think that the negro is so great why
did you not seek a coaching job at a negro school?”
Another letter reads from his time at
WKU: “I can also tell you that Western
will never advance to any high finish
in the upcoming NCAA tournament
simply because you can’t win the big
games with five Negro players.”
During that 1970-71 campaign, WKU
basketball – behind the first all-black
starting five of Jim McDaniels (44),
Clarence Glover (4), Jim Rose (11), Rex
Bailey (35) and Jerry Dunn (51) – would
go on to have the most memorable season in Hilltopper athletic history.
Kentucky-bred
Three years before that season, Jim
McDaniels turned from the most
sought-after player in the country to
recruiter.

McDaniels, Clarence Glover, Jerome
Perry and Jim Rose were high school
seniors preparing to play in the Kentucky All-Star game at Freedom Hall
in Louisville. The four sat in a room together at the Brown Hotel talking about
where they wanted to attend college.
Rose was going from his hometown
of Hazard to Houston, Glover was going from Horse Cave to Florida State.
“I said ‘guys, it would be great if we
could all come together and play together, because I think we can probably win a national championship and
definitely make it to the Final Four,”
McDaniels said.
McDaniels reached out his hand in
the center of the group, inviting them
to join him at Western.
Rose said he’d love to play with “Big
Jim”, placing his hand on top of McDaniels’. Perry put his hand in, too.
The only one they were waiting on
now was Glover.
“It wasn’t something that was premeditated,” McDaniels said. “Everybody put their hand in and finally it
got to Glover, and he was the only one
who didn’t put his hand in. We kept our

hands out there for five minutes. He
goes, ‘man, you guys are too much, you
guys are crazy’. He puts his hand in and
it was great.
“I get goose bumps talking about it
now.”
McDaniels is given the most credit for
recruiting a super-star, Kentucky-bred
lineup. The Allen County-Scottsville
star didn’t pick WKU because it would
put his court-refining talents on a bigger stage. No, that school was in Lexington.
Adolph Rupp didn’t need to sell himself for recruits because his program at
the University of Kentucky did that for
him with 876 wins, four national championships and 27 Southeastern Conference titles.
Nearing the end of his 42-year reign in
Lexington, Rupp nearly went his entire
career without an African-American on
his roster. Rupp tried to change that by
recruiting offering McDaniels, but he
turned the down blue for the red.
“I never felt that warm and fuzzy feeling up there and I did not want to be the
first African-American to go up there,”
McDaniels said. “I grew up around the
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